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SUBJECT: WORLD HEALTH ASSEMBLY - GERMAN LANGUAGE QUESTION 
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1 . FRG COUNSELOR KASTRUP MADE DEMARCHE IN DEPARTMENT. 
SERIOUSNESS OF THE ISSUE AS SEEN BY FRG WAS DUE TO THE 
ERRONEOUS IMPRESSION GATHERED IN GENEVA THAT THE US IS 
AGAINST THE USE OF GERMAN PER SE. WE EXPLAINED THAT OUR 
CONCERNS WERE STRICTLY FINANCIAL AND ADMINISTRATIVE. WE 
REASSURED THE FRG THAT OUR INTENT TO PROPOSE POSTPONEMENT 
OF THE EXTENSION OF THE GERMAN LANGUAGE WAS ONLY TO ALLOW 
THE AD HOC COMMITTEE STUDYING THE ISSUE OF LANGUAGES AND 
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DOCUMENTATION TO REPORT BEFORE ADDITIONAL STEPS ARE TAKEN. 
THERE WAS NO INTENTION ON OUR PART TO VOTE AGAINST THE GER- 
MAN LANGUAGE IN ITSELF. COUNSELOR KASTRUP SAID HE WOULD 
REPORT THIS CLARIFICATION. 

2. MR. KASTRUP HOPED WE WOULD SUPPORT THE EXTENSION OF THE 
GERMAN LANGUAGE DURING THE 30TH WHA. HE FELT IT WAS 
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EXTREMELY IMPORTANT TO THE FRG AND THEY ARE WILLING TO EVEN 
DEFRAY PART OF THE COSTS INVOLVED. WE STATED THAT THE US, 

AS A MATTER OF PRINCIPLE, WAS GREATLY CONCERNED ABOUT THE 
SPIRALING COSTS OF TRANSLATION AND DOCUMENTATION IN THE UN 

SYSTEM. THESE ADMINISTRATIVE COSTS REDUCED IN THE FINAL 
ANALYSIS THE ABILITY OF THE ORGANIZATION TO PROVIDE SUB- 
STANTIVE AID TO THE MEMBERSHIP. THIS IS AN ATTITUDE THE 
US HAS HELD ALL ALONG IN ALL INTERNATIONAL ORGANIZATIONS 
AND WE COULD NOT THEREFORE VOTE FOR THE INTRODUCTION OF YET 
ANOTHER LANGUAGE. HOWEVER AS A SPECIAL GESTURE TO OUR FRG 
FRIENDS WE WOULD BE WILLING TO REMAIN SILENT DURING THE 
DISCUSSION ON THIS SUBJECT, AND WOULD ABSTAIN IF IT CAME 
TO A VOTE. THE FRG COUNSELOR FOUND THIS ACCEPTABLE. WE 
INFORMED HIM THAT THE US DELEGATION WOULD BE SO INSTRUCTED. 

3. COUNSELOR KASTRUP WAS URGED AND UNDERTOOK TO FIND OUT 
FOR US HOW MUCH THE FRG IS PREPARED TO CONTRIBUTE TOWARDS 
THE COSTS (ALREADY INCLUDED IN FY 1978 WHO BUDGET) OF 
EXTENDING THE USE OF THE GERMAN LANGUAGE IN THE WHO/EURO 
AND TO REPORT BACK TO US. 

VANCE 
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